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December 26, 1943

December 26th
Hello Jalaine

Well it's Christmas Night in the States, it was Christmas here yesterday. We had our Christmas dinner
today though. It was a lucious dinner. We had turkey and all the things that goes toward making a good
Christmas dinner. It is sure better than the chow we have been getting. | really ate. You might say we
made a pig of ourselves. Well I'm on Bougainville, Soloman Islands. We've been in combat. It's a bit
rugged at times but I'm well and not doing so badly now. We're not doing much now. We play lots of
Phinockle and gin Rummy. That's about the extent of our recreation. We live by a nice little river so we
can bathe and wash clothes quite easily. | was down to the beach this morning. | went in swimming and
also got me some nice sea shells. | saw a woman for the first time in almost 6 months. She wasn't
beautiful but she looked o.k. after not seeing one for so long. | guess you are going to school at North
Cache. How are you doing in school by the way. Do you go to many Dances. | guess you go to all the
shows. Who is your boyfriend by now. I'm writing this letter by flashlight and it's not to bright at that.

Well what did old Santa bring you. | guess he was good to you. It surely doesn't seem like Christmas out
here. It's quite hot and it rains almost every day. It's all jungle around here and there are some jungle
swamps. They are really bad. Well I'll wish you a happy New Year and hope you had a Merry Christmas.
Thanks for the letter. | surely enjoyed hearing from you. A guy really looks forward to mail call out here.
Well tell Shirley and Helen hello for me. I'll close for tonight.

Your cousin,
Rex H.

Tell your Mom and Dad hello and Happy New Year.
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